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Church remains ‘patroness and protector’ of Latin
By C.S. Morrissey 
Special to The B.C. Catholic

How old is the Pon-
tifical Academy for 
Latin?

Trick question! Pope 
Benedict XVI just created it 
Nov. 10, by issuing a special 
document “motu proprio” 
(“on his own initiative”). 
Written in Latin, the docu-
ment is called Latina Lin-
gua (The Latin Language). 
By creating this academy, 
Pope Benedict has revealed 
in writing his intent to pro-
mote vigorously the study 
of Latin and its literature.

“Because it has the power 
of transmitting the message 
of the Gospel to the entire 
world,” writes Pope Bene-
dict, “the Latin language has 
continuously received the 
great esteem of the Catho-
lic Church and the Roman 
Pontiffs, who have carefully 
taken pains to make this 
language widely known, in-
asmuch as they consider it 
their own language.”

“After the fall of the Ro-
man Empire in the west, the 

Roman Church has not only 
continued to use the Latin 
language, but she has also 
effectively become the pa-
troness and protector of this 
language, both in theology 
and the liturgy, as well as in 
the realm of education and 
the transmission of knowl-
edge.”

Pope John XXIII codi-
fied 50 years ago (in his ap-
ostolic constitution Veterum 
Sapientia) the importance of 
Latin for the Church. So too 
Pope Benedict now empha-
sizes that the knowledge of 
Latin is today still necessary 
for a proper understanding 
of liturgy, theology, and 
canon law.

However, “in today’s 
culture, in which humanistic 
literary studies have been in 
decline, there is the danger 
that knowledge of Latin will 
be only superficial, some-
thing which is noticeable 
even in the theology and 
philosophy programs of fu-
ture priests,” he warns.

But, “on the other hand,” 
there is hope, because even 

“in our world in which sci-
ence and technology hold 
pride of place, there is still 
found a renewal in the study 
of the Latin language and 
culture,” notes the Pope, 

“and not only on those con-
tinents which have their own 
cultural roots in the Greek 
and Latin patrimony.

“This fact is particularly 
noteworthy, because not 

only does this fresh interest 
involve the realm of uni-
versities and education, but 
it is spreading even among 
young people and inquiring 
minds from the most diverse 
nations and traditions.”

The new Pontifical 
Academy for Latin will re-
port to the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Culture. It replaces 
the Latinitas Foundation 
established by Pope Paul 
VI, because Benedict XVI 
apparently wants the new 
academy to coordinate a 
more effective promotion of 
Latin.

Professor Ivano Dionigi, 
appointed its first president 
for a five-year term, and Fa-
ther Roberto Spataro, SDB, 
appointed its secretary, will 
see that the academy pro-
duces publications, hosts 
conferences, organizes 
seminars, and raises aware-
ness about Latin using new 
media.

St. Thomas Aquinas is 
a prime example of a truly 
great thinker who wrote 
beautifully in crystal-clear 

Latin. Around the world, 
universities and seminaries 
benefit from promoting the 
study of all the best Latin 
authors, especially Aquinas.

In our own backyard, 
Archbishop Miller will be 
celebrating the feast day of 
Thomas Aquinas (Monday, 
Jan. 28) at Redeemer Pacific 
College in Langley, where 
he will say Mass and visit 
with students.

In anticipation of Aqui-
nas’s feast day, I will host 
two Thomas Aquinas Study 
Circle seminars Jan. 26 at 
Redeemer Pacific College 
(10 a.m. to noon, and 7 to 9 
p.m.), where readings from 
Aquinas will be studied 
both in the original Latin 
and in English translation, 
with discussion open to all.

C.S. Morrissey is an as-
sociate professor of phi-
losophy at Redeemer Pa-
cific College, where he also 

teaches classes in the Latin 
language and in Greek and 
Roman literature. ❑
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Burning lamps and an inscription are seen at St. Pe-
ter’s tomb in the Vatican. The Latin inscription ac-
knowledges the inauguration of the new “confessio” 
in 1615 by Pope Paul V. The Vatican recently estab-
lished a new Latin Academy.

During Advent, ‘make the Catechism a conversation piece’
By Clare Lazzuri 
Special to The B.C. Catholic

While thinking about the 
upcoming Advent sea-
son and wondering how 

it could be highlighted within the 
context of this Year of Faith pro-
claimed by Pope Benedict XVI, I 
began to look for connections be-
tween the two.

I kept coming back to the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, 
which is central to this Year of 
Faith as a resource for learning, 
sometimes re-learning, the truths 
of this faith we call our own. Then 
it became clear: four parts of the 
Catechism, four weeks of Advent.

All Catholics are being asked to 
refresh their faith, with an empha-
sis on knowledge. Too many of us 
are profoundly lacking in knowl-
edge about what it is we profess 
to believe.

Perhaps we have a working 
knowledge of the Church and her 
teachings, but not enough to trans-
late that knowledge into witness, 
something every baptized Catho-
lic is required to do, and which the 
Holy Father has asked us to focus 
on in his apostolic letter on the 
Year of Faith Porta Fidei.

Make the Catechism a con-
versation piece. Read it in public. 

Invite questions. Pull together an 
impromptu Advent discussion 
group.

The first part of the Catechism, 
called “The Profession of Faith,” 
takes us through salvation history, 
specifically how God has revealed 
Himself to man through creation, 
natural law, and Scripture - culmi-
nating in the ultimate revelation of 

God-made-man in Jesus Christ.
This whole part of the Cat-

echism is actually mirrors exactly 
what Advent is all about: making 
way for Christ. All of salvation 
history was a preparation for the 
coming of Christ.

As the Catechism states, “God 
communicates Himself to man 
gradually. He prepares him to wel-

come by stages the supernatural 
revelation that is to culminate in 
the person and mission of the in-
carnate Word, Jesus Christ” (No. 
52).

The readings for the first Sun-
day of Advent coincide with 
man’s journey toward God. In the 
first reading the Prophet Jeremiah 
reminds the Jewish people what it 
is they are seeking.

“The days are surely coming, 
says the Lord, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the House of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous branch to spring 
up for David; and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the 
land” (Jer 33:14-16).

This is the hope that defines the 
desires of the hearts of all people, 
both before the birth of Christ and 
during every Advent since His 
birth.

Most of part one of the Cat-
echism explains, in great and 
beautiful detail, the Credo: “I Be-
lieve.” 

The section on “He was con-
ceived by the Power of the Holy 
Spirit, and was born of the Virgin 
Mary,” is a great source of prayer-
ful meditation for Advent. Num-
bers 456 through 534 deal espe-

cially with Christ’s incarnation, 
birth, and infancy.

As No. 524 points out, “When 
the Church celebrates the liturgy 
of Advent each year, she makes 
present this ancient expectancy of 
the Messiah, for by sharing in the 
long preparation for the Saviour’s 
first coming, the faithful renew 
their ardent desire for His second 
coming.”

When Jesus talks of his second 
coming in Lk 21, He is telling us 
that our faith does not begin or end 
at the manger scene of His birth, 
but rather we are looking forward 
to His coming again, with a great 
hope for eternal life, as we profess 
at the end of the Creed.

Keeping Christ at the centre of 
our hearts is always the goal, espe-
cially in the Advent season.

As we begin this first week of 
this holy season of preparation, 
we can’t go wrong with leafing 
through the first part of the Cat-
echism that spells out exactly who 
we are as Christians and how God 
has loved us from the beginning of 
time, enough to send His only Son 
so that we may inherit eternal life.

Lazzuri writes from rural Nova 
Scotia. She can be reached at laz-
zuri@eastlink.ca ❑
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A woman displays the e-book version of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church on an iPad. The e-book version, which has been 
available through iTunes, Amazon, and the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ online bookstore, can now be browsed and 
read for free on the USCCB website.


