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March for Life reveals Emperor Obama’s new clothes
Beyoncé lip-synching 

the Star Spangled 
Banner was part of 

That one surreal episode 
epitomizes all the celebrity 
fakeness and sycophancy on 
display at Barack Obama’s 
second inauguration in 
Washington, D.C., Jan. 21.

But we can hardly even 
see the environment, until 
the anti-environment shows 
up.

Over half a million real 
people crowded together 
in Washington Jan. 25, the 
anniversary of the 1973 Su-
preme Court decision that 
legalized abortion across the 
United States.

Take a look at the pictures 
of the protest. Does half a 
million people look like a 
lot? It sure does.

Multiply that number by 
at least one hundred. For 
each person present at that 
pro-life March for Life dem-
onstration in Washington, 
there have been at least one 
hundred babies aborted since 
the Roe v. Wade decision.

Over 55 million babies. 
Can you imagine what the 
march would look like, if the 
skies were to open? If these, 
heaven’s beloved children, 
were to descend?

“When the Emperor ap-
peared in his new clothes, his 
courtiers did not see his nu-
dity, they saw his old clothes. 

Only the small child and the 
artist have that immediacy 
of approach that permits 
perception of the environ-
mental,” Canadian scholar 
Marshall McLuhan said in 
his 1966 essay on “The Rela-
tion of Environment to Anti-
Environment.”

Most remarkable was 
how the vast majority of the 
March for Life crowd – hun-
dreds of thousands – was un-
der the age of 25. No doubt 
they shared the keenness of 
“perception of the environ-
mental” of which McLuhan 
wrote, that “immediacy of 
approach” which is able to 

everyday environment.
But there is so much su-

in our culture’s everyday 
media experience, so much 
that everyone else can hardly 
notice the shocking reality.

McLuhan observed that 
new technologies have cre-
ated a new information envi-
ronment that “has made hu-
man life appear very cheap 
indeed.” It is almost as if 
technology wants to “get rid 
of people entirely.” McLu-
han wrote to the Toronto 
Star that society’s uncriti-

cal submission to abortion 
technology, for example, en-
courages us to think of “all 
existing human organisms as 
expendable fungus,” leading 
to “the loss of all life values 
whatever.”

This concern for the dig-
nity of the human person 
explains McLuhan’s life’s 
work. If you don’t under-
stand how the media work, 
argued McLuhan, the result 
will be that, as you use me-
dia, they function as “pris-
ons without walls,” because 
you will dwell in them with 
a “subliminal and docile ac-
ceptance” that submits to 
their overwhelming power.

notice, said McLuhan, in 
order to escape our prisons, 

is this: “In the age of infor-
mation, it is information 
itself that  becomes environ-
mental.” For example, the 
media coverage of Obama’s 
second inaugural is scarcely 
able to register it as the bi-
zarre pageant it really was.

The Emperor is wearing 
no clothes, but the news cycle 
to which we are accustomed 
is pervaded by so much pho-
niness and unreality – for 
example, most people would 
have heard about Beyoncé 
but not the 55 million – that 
an escape from the prison of 
this environment requires 
the creation of an anti-en-
vironment. In the words of 
McLuhan: “new strategies 
of perception and attention 
have to be created.”

Pope Benedict XVI re-
leased his message for the 
47th World Communications 
Day Jan. 24, one day before 
the March for Life in Wash-
ington. In it, he boldly af-

new media environment that 
McLuhan had noticed: “The 
digital environment is not 
a parallel or purely virtual 
world, but is part of the daily 
experience of many people, 
especially the young.”

Remarkably, the Pope in 
his message echoes McLu-
han’s concern with the new 
media “environment,” mak-
ing the same argument as 
McLuhan for the cultivation 
of awareness and attention: 
“a considered understand-
ing of this environment is 
therefore the prerequisite for 

writes the Pope.
The Pope’s fearless ap-

proach to Twitter recalls a 
1946 letter in which McLu-
han wrote of the Catholic 
cultivation of perception: 
“My increasing awareness 
has been of the ease with 
which Catholics can pen-
etrate and dominate secular 
concerns – thanks to an emo-
tional and spiritual economy 
denied to the confused secu-
lar mind.”

Because of the new tech-
nological environment that 
has been unleashed in the 
global theatre, McLuhan ar-
gued in that letter: “It seems 
obvious that we must con-
front the secular in its most 
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Because you give…
The Good News of Our Lord is 
shared with our brothers and 
sisters in remote and isolated 
missions across our vast land.

“ And you shall set the bread of 
the Presence on the table before 
me always.” EXODUS 25:30

YES, I want to help our Canadian missions!
Here is my gift of:    

$10     $25     $50     $100     $ ____________

Cheque, made payable to Catholic Missions In Canada

Visa     MasterCard     AMEX

Credit Card No. ____________________________________ Expiry _____________

Name __________________________ Signature ____________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City _________________________ Prov. _________ Postal Code ______________

Telephone (____) ________________ Email ________________________________

Please give generously to support our ministries.
Catholic Missions In Canada
201 – 1155 Yonge Street,  Toronto ON M4T 1W2
www.cmic.info |  1-866-YES-CMIC (937-2642) 

Dorothy Loreen prepares
altar in Sister Fay 
Trombley’s house 
while Tuktoyaktuk’s 
Our Lady of Grace 
Church is repaired.
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Brian Snyder / Reuters / CNS
Crowds of people gather on the National Mall in Washington Jan. 21 to watch the 
public swearing-in of U.S. President Barack Obama. C.S. Morrissey writes the 
inauguration epitomized “celebrity fakeness and sycophancy.”

C.S. Morrissey

Disturbing trend of prejudice resurfaces
A recent pastoral let-

ter from the Cana-
dian Conference of 

Catholic Bishops pointed 
out a disturbing trend – 
worldwide and in Canada 
– of bias, prejudice, hate 
propaganda, discrimination, 
and persecution of others 
because of their religious 
beliefs.

Efforts to deny Trinity 
Western University the 
right to a law school 
on the basis of its 
religious princi-
ples are an exam-
ple of the threats 
to freedom of con-
science and religion 
that are becoming in-
creasingly common in this 
country.

In this case, a university 
that professes its religious 

faith publicly and requests 
that its students respect that 
faith freely would be pun-
ished by those responsible 
for the training of profes-

The irony of the 
situation – with 

those who are 
at the forefront 
of the legal 
profession try-

ing to penal-
ize an institution 

for embracing and 
openly practising its convic-
tions – is disturbing.

To attempt to bar faith 
from the development of 

those who would practise 
the law is to undermine the 
foundations of conscience 
and integrity that in fact 
contributed to the modern 
Western legal system.

In the tradition of St. 
T h o m a s 
More, who 
chose to 
serve not 
power but 
the su-
preme ideal of justice, our 
society needs more legal 
practitioners who are will-
ing to serve the law of con-
science in the face of com-
promising demands.

The Supreme Court of 
Canada and the B.C. Ap-
peal Court have both rec-
ognized that Canada has a 
“religiously inclusive” pub-
lic sphere and that religious 

institutions are free to hold 
to their religious beliefs.

Canada’s common good 

perspective is infused into 
our cultural, social, politi-
cal, and economic institu-

tions. In the 
words of 
Pope Bene-
dict XVI, 
r e l i g i o u s 
i n s t i t u -

tions must be “free to act 
in accordance with their 

convictions” if the contribu-
tions they make to society 
are to be realized.

I pray for the success 
of Trinity Western Univer-
sity’s initiative to establish 
a law school, for the good 
of society, for believers and 
non-believers alike. 

Archbishop 
J. Michael Miller, CSB

Christopher S. Morrissey
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group, his wife Connie “lit 
up like a Christmas tree.”

“The wives have been 
treated like gold. I’d help 

Jamie (study) and it would 
enrich both our lives,” she 
remarked.

Candidate Richard 
Podgurski, a realtor and 

mortgage broker, works in 
his spare time with the pris-

-
tute in Abbotsford.

“I brought two people to 
the Alpha Course, clients 
who are curious about the 
faith,” he said. Previously 
“they had no spiritual life.”

Like the other candi-
dates, the realtor appreci-

ates what he’s learned in the 
permanent diaconate study 
sessions, especially about 
the Bible and apologetics.

-
nent deacons for the Arch-
diocese of Vancouver IS 
scheduled for ordination 
during the Easter season in 
2015. The four-year pro-
gram is open for more ap-

plications.
“If married, a (man and 

his wife) should pray to-

Lord Who has strengthened 
them by the sacrament of 
marriage will help them dis-
cern whether He is directing 
them to embrace a second 
sacramental call,” Arch-
bishop Miller concluded.

There will be an informa-
tion session on the perma-
nent diaconate program Feb. 
10 at 1:30 p.m. at Rosemary 
Heights Retreat Centre; 
more info at deacons@rcav.
org. More information is 
available from Msgr. Smith 
at 604-683-0281.

aburns@rcav.org 
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and, with its own terms and 
postulates, to shock it into 
awareness of its confusion, 
its illiteracy, and the terrify-
ing drift of its logic.”

Bringing this environment 
into our awareness and atten-
tion, he said, is what we need 
to do, in order to “educate a 
huge public, both Catholic 
and non-Catholic, to resist 
that swift obliteration of the 
human person which is go-
ing on.”

Msgr. Paul Tighe, secre-

for Social Communications, 
spoke to a reporter about 
how it is no accident that 
the Pope’s message is being 
released now, right after the 
widely publicized opening of 
the Pope’s Twitter account.

The Pope’s Communica-
tions Day message, Tighe 
said, “is offering a kind of 
philosophical or theologi-

wasn’t just a one-off event, 
but it was a very important 
statement,” by this tweeting 

attributes to new media.”
“There should be no lack 

of coherence or unity in 
the expression of our faith 
and witness to the Gospel 
in whatever reality we are 
called to live, whether physi-
cal or digital,” emphasized 
the Pope in his message. 
“When we are present to 
others, in any way at all, we 
are called to make known the 
love of God to the furthest 
ends of the earth.”

The Pope urged users of 
new media to “make an ef-

fort to be authentic since, in 
these spaces, it is not only 
ideas and information that 
are shared, but ultimately 
our very selves.”

Leading by example, the 
Pope tweeted his self Jan. 25: 
“I join all those marching for 
life from afar, and pray that 
political leaders will protect 
the unborn and promote a 
culture of life.”

C.S. Morrissey is an as-
sociate professor of philos-

College. 
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Catholic Crossword

SUDOKU
Each row, column, and 3x3 box must include the numbers 1 through 9 
without repeating. Solution on Page 12. 

ACROSS
  1 Grandmother of Timothy
  5 Ark passenger
  9 Jericho heroine

15 Hawaiian dance
16 Lyric poem
17 Hawaiian goose
18 Nobel Institute city
19 John, Paul, and John Paul
20 Cosmos
22 Take as an affront
23 Holy Name ___
24 Housing for a patriarch
25 Before, to Byron
26 Plantations
30 Soissons salt
33 ___ of Prague

37 Reuben or Gad, for example
39 Decay
40 Actress Winona
41 Biblical dry measure
42 Rachel’s maid (Gn 29:29)
44 Father of Jehoshaphat
45 Cure-all
47 Club stint
49 Equipment
50 ___ Judgment
54 Patron saint of Scandinavia

58 Paul’s companion during his 
missionary travels

60 Ruin
61 Accustom
62 Omission and commission
63 ___-Tass
64 Armed strongholds
65 Some CEOs
66 Girl

DOWN
  1 Second Pope
  2 Terse bridge bid
  3 Grecian architectural style
  4 Musical Wonder

  5 Cut down
  6 Impudent girl
  7 Femme’s pronoun
  8 Chairman with a “Little Red 

  9 Turn away from sin
10 Denial of faith
11 One of the three theological 

virtues
12 Capital of Yemen
13 Of the highest quality
21 Creepy

24 A no-coveting commandment
27 “Look how perfectly I 

28 Supplements
29 Vaccines
30 Cease
31 Catholic columnist Bombeck
32 Mortgage
34 Brother

35 On-line co.
38 Boastful person
40 Nose (comb.)
42 “My punishment is too great to 

43 Eternal
46 Stops
48 Small burrowing rodent
50 The Archdiocese of Accra is 

here
51 Lasso
52 Father-in-law of Caiaphas (Jn 

18:13)
53 Ogles

55 El ___
56 Insult
57 Creche
59 Catholic ending 
Solution on Page 12 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

02 12 22

32 42

52 62 72 82 92

03 13 23 33 43 53 63

73 83 93 04

14 24 34 44

54 64 74 84

94 05 15 25 35

45 55 65 75

85 95 06

16 26 36

46 56 66

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

Are you concerned about 
family and friends who aren’t 
practicing their faith?

1

2

3

Here’s something simple you can do: share a 
Catholics Come Home®video and evangelize 
those you love, in just three simple steps:

Go to:
www.VancouverComeHome.com

Click a button to share a 
Catholics Come Home®video 
with friends and family

Pray for conversions

“The web is contributing to the development of  new and more 
complex intellectual and spiritual horizons, new forms of  shared 

Christ is God, the Saviour of  humanity and of  history, the one in 
   -Pope Benedict XVI

Wives of candidates ‘treated like gold’: one spouse

Tweeting Pope calls for unity in faith


