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By C.S. Morrissey 
Special to The B.C. Catholic

This is part one of a two-part ar-
ticle.

We don’t buy our daily 
groceries from the Girl 
Guides, for obvious eco-

nomic reasons, but we do buy their 
ridiculously overpriced cookies ev-
ery now and then.

“Fair trade” proponents indulge 
in a similar luxury when they de-
vote a small proportion of their 
disposable income to buying “fair 
trade” coffee. Maybe it makes them 
feel morally superior, just like I 
congratulate myself on what I nice 
guy I am as I binge after buying my 
niece’s Girl Guide cookies.

Too bad the consumers who 
love “fair trade” can’t admit what 
is going on when they indulge in 
their favourite luxury, coffee. At 
least with the Girl Guide cookies I 
am conscious that I am being over-
charged. The fairtraders, however, 
think that this is really the way the 
global economy would best be run. 
For them, up is down, and black is 

trade.”

Victor Claar says, “Fair-trade agree-
ments set a minimum price that cof-
fee growers get paid for their cof-
fee.” Claar, an economics professor 
at Henderson State University in 
Arkansas, is the author of the 2010 
book, Fair Trade? Its Prospects as 
a Poverty Solution.

In a recent interview with Mar-
vin Olasky, Claar observed why 

don’t question the motives of fair-
trade advocates, but at one coffee 
shop I knew well, fair-trade prices 
for a cup of coffee were uniformly 
25 cents more than regular coffees. 
Out of that extra quarter at most two 
cents went all the way back up the 
supply chain, because making a cup 
of coffee does not require a lot of 
coffee.

“You might be better off buying 
the not-fair-trade coffee, paying 25 
cents less, and sending it to a non-
governmental organization that you 
know is doing really good work, 
especially work targeted toward the 
groups you are really passionate 
about helping.”

Claar recommends Kiva.org 
(which lifts low-income individu-

-
nance) as a great way to accomplish 
more for the poor with coffee sav-
ings. Claar explained to Olasky the 
problem with “fair trade” coffee:

“Coffee growing pays poorly 
because a lot of people can do it in 
many parts of the globe. It doesn’t 
require a lot of human capital or a 
lot of tools.

“One unintended consequence 
of the fair-trade coffee movement is 
that it encourages people to persist 
in an employment that will never, 
ever, pay well. Fair-trade agree-
ments may draw even more people 
into the coffee market. They don’t 
afford people an opportunity to con-
sider, ‘What could I do in the longer 
term that will be of value to others 
in a lasting way?’”

In other words, “fair trade” unin-
tentionally ends up setting a trap for 
the poor to stay poor.

Some fairtraders have gone bal-
listic because, in light of Claar (The 
B.C. Catholic, July 11), I inter-

study from Germany’s University 
of Hohenheim. The study conclud-
ed: “Over a period of 10 years, our 
analysis shows that organic and 
organic-fairtrade farmers have be-
come poorer relative to convention-
al producers.”

The fairtraders prefer personal 
attacks on me to fair debate about 
poverty solutions. They accuse me 
of “misrepresenting” the Hohen-
heim study, and they impute dis-
honesty to me. But healthy debate 

those with whom you have prin-
cipled disagreements and, on that 
basis, seeking common ground. Yet 
they insist it is “irrelevant” whenev-
er I cite Catholic social teaching.

Blessed John XXIII wrote in his 
landmark social encyclical Mater 
et Magistra on the Church’s social 
doctrine: “When it comes to re-
ducing these teachings to action, it 
sometimes happens that even sincere 
Catholic men have differing views. 
When this occurs, they should take 
care to have and to show mutual 
esteem and regard, and to explore 
the extent to which they can work 
in cooperation among themselves” 
(no. 238).

Pope Benedict XVI noted re-
cently (May 16) that “upright and 
honest” Catholics may legitimately 
disagree on the best implementation 
of the Church’s social teaching.

C.S. Morrissey is an assistant 
professor of philosophy at Redeem-

article will appear in next week’s 
B.C. Catholic. 

Opinion

Reflecting on Patrick Buckley’s life
Re: “God guided papal honoree into music” 

(July 25).
The wishes left by the late Patrick Buckley 

included a detailed request about services for 
him. It was one more way for Pat to offer his 
healing charity, continuing his life’s work.

The multicultural service on July 21, when 

Vancouver, expressed deep respect between 
the Squamish people and Catholics of vari-
ous ethnic backgrounds. The funeral in the 
Musqueam gym (blessed as a church) on July 
22 had a similar effect for the 400 people there. 
Both times, Christian and native spirituality 
came together in harmony, as Pat expected.

Pat, who was Métis, chose an inclusive 
identity, letting Musqueam and Squamish and 
all sorts of other people adopt him. Since he 
shared music, joy, and love with an open heart, 
they sensed that he adopted them too.

At the funeral, a Musqueam elder invited 
everyone to the burial at the Musqueam cem-
etery and then to a salmon feast back at the 
gym-church, which became a banquet hall to 
top off the remembrance, generosity, and mu-

volunteers, wonderful hosts, received a stand-
ing ovation.

Pat always had a smile and a joke, and I en-
vision him laughing happily as his multitude of 
friends followed his plan, striving to do some-
thing for him but, by so doing, enabling lasting 
value for all.

Jim Wright
Richmond

Chinese church challenge

Re: the July 11 column, “God protected 
the Church in China,” by Msgr. Pedro Lopez-
Gallo.

Msgr. Gallo has succinctly outlined the his-
tory of the Catholic Church mission in China 
from the end of 17th century. It conveys a 
strong message of joy, faith, hope, and charity.

When the world is so critical about China’s 
lack of human rights and the persecution of 
the underground church, Msgr. Gallo gives us 
good news: “God protects His Church when 
things seem humanly impossible.”

Msgr. Gallo has convinced us from a series 
of historical events that the Church in China 

1842, 1858, 1900, 1943, etc.
While I was studying at Beijing University 

during the summer of 2007 I experienced how 
lively and welcoming their church is.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper will visit 

a lot of bankers and community leaders. Do 
you think this time he could bring some church 
leaders?

As Msgr. Gallo said: ‘The Chinese Catho-
lic Spring had a promising start!’ As a boy he 

-

ly vocations for Chinese boys. As a priest he 
yearned to work for the conversion of China. 
With more people joining with him to offer lit-

soon, China will join the one, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic Church.

Anthony Chung
Vancouver

Osborne bashes Luther?

him, July 4.
While I cannot disagree with the substance 

condescending.
At the time of 

Martin Luther, the 
papacy needed 
reform. Yes, the 
reformers took di-
verse and contrary 
approaches, but we 
Catholics are too 
quick to condemn 
the totality of their 
intent. Luther himself tried for 10 years to stop 
the abuses attached to indulgences. At this time 
they were widely printed and distributed with-
out papal authority.

Yes, the early Church suffered many perse-
cutions, but why single out the Jews? Just think 
of what these people have endured at the hands 
of Christians over the past two millennia!

The Jews dropped Maccabees I and II be-
cause they were largely historical, and not for 
doctrinal reasons, though it could be argued 
that they don’t accept purgatory. As for Eccle-

traditions to contradict excessive positions tak-
en in these works.

Luther is to be condemned more for what 
he added to Scripture. The word “alone” has 
tended to subvert Protestant Christianity for 
over 450 years.

The present Pope has taken a conciliatory 
approach and, allowing Catholic Anglicans to 
retain some of their important rites, has brought 
many back to Rome.

Brendan Hopwood
Surrey

Actually, Anglican’ts Angli-can
Re: the letter to the editor, “Anglican’t go to 

heaven,” in the Aug. 29 issue.
Dear Mr. Wilson, I want to reply to your let-

ter. I do not know how you can conclude that 

April 11, 2011) shows I “misinterpreted what 
God expects from His creation and what Jesus 
taught His disciples.”

I never expressed such an opinion. In fact, 
let me quote my last paragraph verbatim: “Is 
it not wonderful how the kingdom of God is 
expanding and that the wish of Jesus at the 
Last Supper - ut omnes unum sint - is being 

This expanding is due to the decision of 
Pope Benedict XVI to create ordinariates for 
those Anglicans who want to be members of 
the Catholic Church.

I only quoted the words of Jesus: “That all 
may be one” (John 17:21).

Msgr. Pedro Lopez-Gallo
North Vancouver

We invite readers to send letters commenting 
on issues discussed in the community or within 
the pages of this publication. Letters must have 

Letters may be edited for style, clarity, and 
length. Letters can be mailed, emailed, or sent 
through our online contact form: http://www.
bccatholic.ca/contact. 
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