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Renewing conviviality: an interview with Peter Stockland
By C.S. Morrissey
Special to The B.C. Catholic

Peter Stockland, the 
publisher of Convivi-
um magazine, talks 

here about the new initiative 
from Cardus.

C.S. Morrissey: In Latin, 
“convivium” means “ban-
quet.” The Greek equivalent 
would be “symposium,” as 
in the title of the philoso-
pher Plato’s famous master-
piece.

Peter Stockland: On our 
Convivium website, Father 
Raymond J. de Souza has 
written about “convivium.” 
He points out, as I’m sure 
you already know, that it 
literally means “living to-
gether.”

“It implies a certain good 
cheer and hospitable spirit, 
as found at a festive banquet, 
a convivium,” he writes.

CSM: So what can we 
expect from your magazine, 
Convivium? When I submit-
ted you my movie review of 
Tree of Life (which I think 
deserved the Best Picture 
Oscar), I was pleased to see 
that Father de Souza is the 
editor of Convivium.

PS: Father writes that 
our project “brings togeth-
er citizens, Canadians of 
differing convictions and 

religious confessions, to 
advance [convivial] conver-
sation and to contend for the 
role of faith in our common 
life.”

Indeed, “religious faith 
is critical to our Canadian 
common life”; but “that is a 
contested position today.”

CSM: What does he 
mean? That the odds are 
against a movie like Tree of 
Life, for example, because 
people think it is “too re-
ligious,” and therefore of 

marginal interest?
PS: In Father’s words: 

“formidable forces seek to 
drive religion to the margins 
of public life. That’s not 
good for religion, but nei-
ther is it good for our com-
mon life.”

Therefore we need “to 
defend the role of religion 
in public life,” because 
“a faithful citizen is not a 
contradiction in terms.” As 
you know, we need “to en-
courage university students 

to challenge the secularist 
myths they are regularly 
taught.”

CSM: Lovely words 
from Father de Souza! But 
why call the magazine Con-
vivium?

PS: As always happens 
with a project like this, we 
spent months listing and de-
bating potential titles.

I have worked at maga-
zine companies where title 
choice is driven by the mar-
keting department as much 

as, or more than, by editori-
al considerations, and where 
there is a whole process of 
title testing on a mathemati-
cal basis.

We did not do that. We 
did it by conversation over 
pizza, and by just walking 
around thinking about it.

CSM: Before becom-
ing director of the Cardus 
Centre for Cultural Renewal 
you were the vice-president 
of English-language maga-
zines for Readers’ Digest 
Magazines Canada. You 
have also been an editor-in-
chief of The Gazette news-
paper in Montreal and an 
editorial page editor of the 
Calgary Herald newspaper.

So how does a Canadian 
journalist with a 30-year 
media career wind up nam-
ing a new magazine with a 
Latin word?

PS:
nickname for it was “Frost 
Things,” a play on the idea 
of it being a winterized 
Canadian version of First 
Things. At one point we 
started calling it the “Cath-
lantic,” shorthand for the 
vision of the magazine as 
a kind of Catholic Atlantic 
Monthly.

CSM: That’s hilarious. 
Ivan Illich has a book called 

Tools for Conviviality. Did 
that inspire you?

PS: Father de Souza 
came up with the name out 
of the blue. As soon as he 
said it, we knew it was right. 
It just “sounds” like a great 
magazine name when you 
say it out loud: that hard, 
jump-start “c” at the begin-
ning, and then the warm and 
festive “uuummm” to round 
it off.

But even before getting 
to the meaning, it truly con-
veys what we want the mag-
azine to be: an unabashed 
invitation to join us in form-
ing a community that cel-
ebrates a joyful, vigorous, 
perhaps at times even rau-
cous, exchange of ideas, in-
formation, opinion, debate, 
and civil disagreement.

CSM: Is it true that sub-
scribers to the magazine 
(www.cardus.ca/convivi-
um) will receive special in-
vitations to various Convivi-
um events with speakers and 
stimulating conversation?

PS: Yes, the magazine is 
one part of the larger Con-
vivium Project, which will 
involve lectures, student 
programs, perhaps debates. 
Father de Souza’s events 
in Vancouver, Calgary, and 
Edmonton at the beginning 
of March represent the type 
of events we have in mind 
right now.

Read the complete inter-
view on The B.C. Catholic 
website.

C.S. Morrissey is a pro-
fessor of Latin and philoso-

College.

End should be natural

Re: Archbishop Miller’s col-
umn titled “Death needs no assis-
tance” in the Jan. 30 issue:

the last paragraph of the “Reality 
of Death” section, certain life and 
death issues which are not clearly 
understood by some Catholics.

The phrase “natural end,” fre-
quently found in editorials and in 
the “Reverence for Life” prayer, 
is obviously used in a purely 
Catholic context. The traditional 
meaning would be the end of a 
life that has not been shortened 
by violent means or extended by 
life support.

Most people, of course, would 
not hesitate to take advantage of 
such treatments as chemotherapy 
in the case of cancer or bypass 
surgery in the case of coronary 
complications in order to extend 
their lives beyond what would 
have been possible years ago.

I assume the Catholic mean-
ing of “natural end” is any type of 
death other than euthanasia and 
suicide, assisted or not. Abortion 
also comes to mind, but although 
it should always be condemned 
as immoral, our legal system does 
not consider it death.

I am encouraged by Tory MP 
Stephen Woodworth’s motion 
to study and reform Canada’s 

human beings. He would also 
like to reopen the abortion de-
bate. I wish more MPs were like-
minded. He needs all the support 
he can get.

Many people favour quality of 
life over quantity of life, which 
is alright up to a point. When my 
late wife was dying of cancer her 
palliative-care doctor told me that 
people in a coma feel nothing.

Although the learned doctor 
had far more medical knowledge 
than I, I was not convinced, and 

insisted that my spouse be ad-
equately hydrated. It might have 
been academic, as she passed 
away some 16 hours after lapsing 
into a coma, but I know I did the 
right thing.

Mike Tinkler
North Vancouver

‘Pain: Jewel of the Soul’

Re: the article in the Feb. 6 is-
sue with the headline “Suffering 
feeds the soul: sister”:

I agree wholeheartedly with 
Sister Ann Shields’s views on 

suffering. Having experienced 
the suffering (and stigma) of a 
mental illness for over 20 years, I 
know also how God has changed 
me into something better.

Many people who experience 
mental illness have similar sto-
ries about how God has worked 
in them. In fact I have a quotation 
on my fridge from a 2009 men-
tal-health conference in the U.S.: 
“Pain: The Jewel of the Soul.”

Anne Thompson
Coquitlam

We invite readers to send let-
ters commenting on issues dis-
cussed in the community or with-
in the pages of this publication. 
Letters must have an address and 

Letters may be edited for style, 
clarity, and length. Letters can be 
mailed, emailed, or sent through 
our online contact form: http://
www.bccatholic.ca/contact.
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Clayton Richard Long / Special to The B.C. Catholic
Peter Stockland (left), the publisher of Convivium magazine, explains to C.S. Mor-
rissey how the publication, edited by Father Raymond J. de Souza, got its name.
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